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Letting Children Choose  

 

 Children learn best when they have some control over their learning, when activities are 

meaningful and relevant, and when they can make choices in the materials they will work with 

and how they will use them.  

 Children thrive when they have opportunities every day to make choices in their learn-

ing. We facilitate childrenõs choices within a carefully planned environment. We create the envi-

ronment to allow each child to choose activities that are developmentally appropriate for his or 

her age. The children choose the peers with whom they will work and play and usually deter-

mine how they will use the available materials.  

 These choices empower children to take control of their own learning . Children use ma-

terial and equipment in far more creative and innovative ways than we could ever plan, and 

they use the materials in ways that meet their own developmental needs.  

 Research indicates that intrinsic motivation -when we work on a task primarily because 

we find it satisfying -is the most effective and engaging way to learn. We provide materials and 

activities that provide choice and interest for the children. Thatõs a key reason that youõll see 

busy, involved children when you visit the classroom.  
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Kristen Byron: President 

Brenda Desjardins: Treasurer 

Gwen Palmer: Vice President/ Rec. Secretary 

Bethany Kohalmi: VP Publicity 

Melissa Lewis: VP Volunteers 

Deb Palisi: VP Programming 

Michelle Deyermond: VP Childcare 

Kate Beanlands: VP Facility 

!ŘǾƛǎƻǊȅ .ƻŀǊŘ 

Lucy Breed 

Steve Camerino 

Mary Davidson 

Wayne Geher 

Mary Stuart Gile 

Laurel Will  

Laurie Johnson 
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Cherie Sarette: Webmaster 

Jessica Beckwith: Assistant Treasurer 

Rachel Stevens 

Jay Goodwin 

{ǘŀũ 

Kay Sidway: Program Director/Lead Teacher 

Lori Daskal: Teacher 

Kathleen Jaworski: Office Manager 

Melissa Minery: Office Assistant 

Susan Fuller: Family Support Coordinator 

Rita Morrison: Assistant Teacher 

Susan Lunt: Grant Writer 

¢/t tŀǊǘƴŜǊ 

Kathi Rienstra: Artist in Residence 

James Sarette: Webmaster 

/ƘƛƭŘŎŀǊŜ wŀǘŜǎϝ 

$5/hour, 1st child; $3/hour, each additional child 

$25 Maximum charge per stay 

$5 late pick-up fee, plus the cost of the extra  

time in care 

No Show Fee—the entire cost of the time reserved 

*Please refer to the Parent Handbook for more details 

Small Talk is a monthly publication of The Children’s Place and Parent Education Center 

Editor: Melissa Minery 

 

tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŀ tŀǊǘȅΚ IŀǾŜ ƛǘ ŀǘ ¢/tΗ 

Members: $115 flat rate, up to 4 hours. 

Non-Members: $140 flat rate, up to 4 hours. 

$10 each additional hour. 

 

 

Call 224-9920 or stop by 

the front desk to book 

your party! 
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This group is for parents and toddlers 

(ages 1 to 3+). We gather to enjoy song 

time and activities with parents and     

children, as well as quality time with each 

other. TCP Family Support Coordinator, 

Susan Fuller, facilitates the group.       

Non-members are welcome. 

Parent and Toddler Play Group  

Meets Monday mornings from 10:00am to 

11:30am at The Childrenõs Place. 

Funded by the Healthy Beginnings Endowment. 

Babies and Parents Group  

Meets Wednesday mornings from 9:30am to 

11:00 am at The Childrenõs Place. 

This group is for people who have recently 

become parents and would like to meet other 

new parents and discuss questions and con-

cerns in a friendly, informal atmosphere.  

Non-members welcome. 

 

Funded by Healthy Beginnings Endowment. 

Parent Discussion Groups **FREE**  

January 2012  

 

¶ Deb Palisi is the new VP of Programming, taking that over from Tia Parr.   

¶ The results are starting to come in from the survey that Susan Fuller put out.  We're 

considering lots of options for changing the hours to meet the needs of our families but 

also stay cost-efficient.   

¶ It's just an interesting time of change, flux, and growth at TCP.  If anyone's interested 

in joining the board, or volunteering on the childcare floor, or helping out with mini-

projects, we would welcome those folks to help out.   

¶ Siblings Without Rivalry will start Wednesday, February 8, 2012, 6:30-8:30PM. This 

six-week communication workshop is free and childcare is available at no cost to     

participants. Call 224-9920 to register. 

¶ The 25th Annual Spring Auction is Saturday, April 14, 2012 at the Holiday Inn      

Ballroom. 
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Thank you to our AWESOME volunteers! 

Idell Jackson, Caroline Judd, Pam McGrath, Melissa Lewis, Kristen Byron, 

Karen Thurber, Liz Romboldi, Jennifer Baca, Heidi Temple, Deb Palisi, Kara 

Jo O’Connor, Katrina Misley, Chris Hilstro, Brittney Bowne, Nikki Bourget, 

Loulou Beaudette, Brenda Desjardins, Cynthia Learson, Bethany Kohalmi, 

Alice Sewade, Lindsay Lascelle, and Caitlin Sackman 

7ÁÓÈÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÂÁÂÉÅÓȢ %ØÐÌÏÒÉÎÇ ÔÅØÔÕÒÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÖÏÌÕÍÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÓÁÎÄ 

ÔÁÂÌÅȢ 

From the desk of Miss Kathleen - 2012 Auction Chair:  
The countdown to The Children's Place 25th Annual Auction is 74 days (February 1, 2012 to 

April 14, 2012), but who's counting? I'm counting, and I want you to join me in the count down. 

Tickets for the auction are $20.00 per person advanced purchase and $25.00 per person at the 

door. What does your ticket get you - a buffet meal at the Holiday Inn, a fun time bidding at the 

silent and live auction and, if you choose, after the auction, fun moving and grooving across the 

dance floor to music provided by the DJ we'll have on board.  

 

Okay, I hear you - in this economy our dollars are stretched thin, and you're wondering how you 

can afford to pay for the tickets. Here are a few ideas: the cup of coffee that you buy everyday, 

buy it only every other day - your potential savings $40 in 74 days; do the same if you are buy-

ing soda everyday for roughly the same savings; not a coffee or soda drinker, such as myself, set 

aside a dollar a day till auction time, that equals $74; or better yet, put all your loose change in 

a jar until the auction - you will be amazed how fast this adds up;  if you smoke, just buying one 

less pack of cigarettes a week would save you $65. The scenarios are endless. Do what works 

best for you. Encourage your significant other to do the same, and the savings will double!!  

 

To save additional expense, ask family members, neighbors or friends to provide childcare on 

auction night - don't delay, book them now! I look forward to seeing you on  Saturday, April 14, 
2012 at the Holiday Inn, Concord for our 25th Annual Auction . Happy Savings!  
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Things to do with the Family this Winter  

 

 

Fliptz Gymnastics ð open gym with gymnastic equipment  

134 Hall Street, #D, Concord 224-3223 

$7.50/hour/child 

 

Granite State Gymnastics ð open gym with gymnastic equipment  

71 River Road, Bow 228-8424 

$13/child 

 

Krazy Kids ð play and party center  

60 Sheep Davis Road, Pembroke 228-7529 

$10/child 

 

Cowabungas ð indoor bounce house with interactive games and inflatables    

1328 Hooksett Road, Hooksett 625-8008 

$10 per child; adults are free! 

 

Everett Arena ð ice skating rink  

15 Loudon Road, Concord 228-2784 

$5/person; child 3 and younger free 

Ice skate rental: $4 

 

Laconia Skate Escape ð roller rink  

161 Court Street, Laconia 556-7383 

Up to $6/person, depending on day and time 


